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Date Timing Programme 

5 Dec 
(Thursday) 

All Day Qingming: A VR Experience 

10.30am – 12.30pm & 
12.30pm – 2.30pm 

Screening of Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind (2004) 
NC16 – Sexual References 

2.30pm – 4pm  *Book Prescription with Meihan Boey:  
Aren’t You A Little Short for a Stormtrooper? 

4.30pm – 6.30pm Screening of Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind (2004) 
NC16 – Sexual References 

6 Dec (Friday)  All Day Qingming: A VR Experience 

10.30am – 11.40am, 
11.40am – 12.50pm, 
12.50pm – 2pm  

Screening of Frankenstein (1931) 
 

2.30pm – 4pm *Book Prescription with Daryl Qilin Yam: 
The Strange, the Sincere, and the Curious 

4.30pm – 6pm Writing Workshop with Victor Ocampo 
Our Continuing Fascination With Dystopia 

7 Dec 
(Saturday) 

All Day Qingming: A VR Experience 

11am – 12.30pm Writing Workshop with Clara Chow 
Dystopia/Utopia Museum: A Found-Words Writing Workshop 

1pm – 2pm  Illustrating Worlds Unknown with Marie Toh 

2.30pm – 4pm  *Book Prescription with Wayne Rée: 
Red Pill 

4pm – 5pm Another Day We Are Alive—Readings from In This Desert, There  Were Seeds  
with Diana Rahim, Arin Alycia Fong, Marylyn Tan, and Choo Ruizhi 

5pm – 6pm Book Club: A Book List for Climate Grief  
with Matthew Schneider-Mayerson, Esther Vincent, and Isabelle Lim 

8 Dec 
(Sunday) 

All Day Qingming: A VR Experience 

11am – 12.30pm Writing Workshop with Clara Chow: 
Dystopia/Utopia Museum: A Found-Words Writing Workshop 

1pm – 3.45pm  Screening of Never Let Me Go (2010) 
M18 – Some Sexual Scenes and Nudity 

4pm – 5pm Another Day We Are Alive—Readings from In This Desert, There Were Seeds 
with Diana Rahim, Arin Alycia Fong, Marylyn Tan, and Choo Ruizhi 

 
5.15pm – 7pm Screening of Never Let Me Go (2010) 

M18 – Some Sexual Scenes and Nudity 
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*The programme includes several 'book prescription' sessions. These playful sessions are a way for visitors to engage with the different authors and be 
introduced to (or 'prescribed') certain book titles, depending on their 'symptoms'. Visitors can go up to the authors to be ‘prescribed’ a book. The authors might 
also approach visitors in the space to suggest a 'diagnosis'. 
 
PROGRAMME DETAILS 
 

VR 
EXPERIENCE 
 

Qingming 
by School of Interactive & Digital 
Media - Nanyang Polytechnic 
 
5 – 8 Dec (Thu – Sun) | All day 

In today’s society, many traditional rituals are lost amongst young 
Singaporean adults. In this project by year three students from Nanyang 
Polytechnic, they set out to understand one of the arguably lesser-known 
traditions in the Chinese community – the Qingming festival – and consider 
how the ritual might evolve and be preserved in the near future. 
 
The project was developed by Adawiyyah Bte Khalid, Chua Chu Ning, 
Wong Irene and Daeng Isnurfarzanah from the Diploma in Interactive 
Design with the guidance of their lecturer, Suen Eng Kai. 
 
Content Advisory: This VR experience contemplates the future of traditional 
cultural practices through the ancestral customs of Qingming festival, a 
traditional Chinese festival also known as Tomb-Sweeping Day. Ritual 
offerings of food dishes, burning of joss sticks and joss paper are observed 
in this project. 

FILM 
SCREENINGS 

Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind (2004) 
NC16 – Sexual References 

 
5 Dec (Thu) | 10.30am – 12.30pm,  
12.30pm – 2.30pm & 4.30pm – 
6.30pm  
 

Joel (Jim Carrey) is stunned to discover that his girlfriend, Clementine 
(Kate Winslet), has had their tumultuous relationship erased from her 
memories. Out of desperation, he contacts the inventor of the medical 
procedure, Dr. Howard Mierzwiak (Tom Wilkinson), to get the same 
treatment but as his memories of Clementine begin to fade, Joel comes to 
realise how much he still loves her. Kirsten Dunst, Mark Ruffalo and Elijah 
Wood co-star in the Academy Award winner for best original screenplay 
directed by Michel Gondry and written by Charlie Kaufman. 

Frankenstein (1931) 
 
6 Dec (Fri) | 10.30am – 11.40am, 
11.40am – 12.50pm & 12.50pm – 
2pm 

Adapted from the play by Peggy Webling, which in turn was based on Mary 
Shelley's 1818 novel, Frankenstein brings to life the story of a young 
scientist who desires to create human life through electricity and how the 
experiment goes astray when the creature is accidentally given a 
murderer’s brain. 

Never Let Me Go (2010) 
M18 – Some Sexual Scenes and Nudity 
 

8 Dec (Sun) | 1pm – 3.45pm & 
5.15pm – 7pm 

Never Let Me Go is set in an alternative history where the lives of ordinary 
citizens are prolonged through a state-sanctioned programme of human 
cloning, centring on three Donor children, Kathy (Carey Mulligan), Ruth 
(Keira Knightley) and Tommy (Andrew Garfield), who become entangled in 
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a love triangle. Based on Kazuo Ishiguro's 2005 novel, the film was 
directed by Mark Romanek from a screenplay by Alex Garland. 

*Book 
Prescription  

Book Prescription Session with 
Meihan Boey: 
Aren’t You A Little Short for a 
Stormtrooper? 
 
5 Dec (Thu) | 2.30pm – 4pm 

Look forward to titles with female protagonists and themes about gender 
that provoke in surprising and subversive ways from Meihan Boey, author 
of sci-fi novel The Messiah Virus. 
  
Bio 
Meihan is the author of the sci-fi romp, The Messiah Virus, and Vice 
President of the Association of Comic Artists of Singapore. She is most 
recently the scriptwriter for The Once-And-Marvellous DKD, a graphic 
novel about Singaporean musicians in the Vietnam War. She’s been 
training to go Super Saiyan for 20 years. 

 Book Prescription Session with 
Daryl Qilin Yam 
The Strange, the Sincere, and the 
Curious 
 
6 Dec (Fri) | 2.30pm – 4pm  
 

Do you believe in serendipity? Author of Kappa Quartet, Daryl Qilin Yam is 
ready to dispense restorative antidotes from contemporary fiction and non-
fiction that lean towards the strange, the sincere and the curious to provide 
a glimpse of an alternate future.  
 
Bio 
Daryl Qilin Yam (b.1991) is a writer of prose and poetry, born and based in 
Singapore. He is also an arts organiser / producer, and sits on the board of 
directors at the literary charity Sing Lit Station. His first novel, Kappa 
Quartet (Singapore: Epigram Books, 2016), was longlisted for the inaugural 
Epigram Books Fiction Prize, and has been released in Singapore and in 
the U.K. It was selected by The Business Times as one of the best novels 
of 2016, and was described by QLRS as “[breaking] new ground in 
Singaporean writing… a shimmering and poignant novel, an immensely 
sympathetic and humane exploration of our existential condition.” Yam is 
presently working on his second novel with support from the National Arts 
Council. 

 Book Prescription with Wayne 
Rée 
Red Pill 
 
7 Dec (Sat) | 2.30pm – 4pm 
 

Reality's a real bummer these days, isn't it? Well, author and comic creator 
Wayne Rée has the literary remedies that'll rocket you out of the real world 
for a spell—just what the doctor ordered to alleviate your weary heart and 
burned-out brain. 
 
 
 
Bio 
Wayne Rée is the author of Tales from a Tiny Room, which David Mack 
called “a charming book of original stories, each with its own voice and 
personality.” He has contributed to Lontar: The Journal of Southeast Asian 
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Speculative Fiction and co-created the wuxia/ western supernatural comic, 
Mr Memphis. 

Writing 
Workshop 

Writing Workshop with Victor 
Ocampo 
Our Continuing Fascination With 
Dystopia 
 
6 Dec (Fri) | 4.30pm – 6pm  
 
Free. Up to 20 participants on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  
Recommended for participants 16 
years and above. 

For every Star Trek there are dozens of franchises like Star Wars, Blade 
Runner, Mad Max and Evangelion. Whether in art, entertainment and 
popular culture, or academic and critical studies, there seem to be a 
greater interest in dysfunctional societies rather than ideal ones. This 
workshop will look into what exactly is a Dystopia, how to recognize one, 
and explore 10 different examples in various mediums and genres - 
including ones from Singapore. At the end of the session, the class will 
learn how to use a Dystopia Plot Generator to write their very own piece of 
flash fiction. 
 
Bio 
Victor Fernando R. Ocampo is a Singapore-based Filipino writer. He is the 
author of the International Rubery Book Award shortlisted The Infinite 
Library and Other Stories (Math Paper Press, 2017) and Here be Dragons 
(Canvas Press, 2015), which won the Romeo Forbes Children’s Story 
Award in 2012. His writing has appeared in many publications including 
Apex Magazine, Daily Science Fiction, Likhaan Journal, Strange Horizons, 
Philippines Graphic, Science Fiction World and The Quarterly Literature 
Review of Singapore, as well as anthologies like The Best New Singapore 
Short Stories, Fish Eats Lion: New Singaporean Speculative Fiction, 
Lontar: The Journal of Southeast Asian Speculative Fiction, Maximum 
Volume: Best New Philippine Fiction, and the Philippine Speculative Fiction 
series. He is a member of the Science Fiction & Fantasy Writers of 
America and a fellow of the Milford Science Fiction Writers’ Conference 
(UK). Victor has conducted lectures and workshops on various Speculative 
Fiction topics for Yale-NUS, the Singapore Writer's Festival and the World 
Science Fiction Convention (London and Helsinki Cons). 

 Writing Workshop with Clara 
Chow: 
Dystopia/Utopia Museum: A 
Found-Words Writing Workshop 
 
7 & 8 Dec (Sat & Sun) | 11am – 
12.30pm 
 
Free. Up to 12 participants per 
session on a first-come, first-
served basis.  

In the future, will we all be magpies sifting through the detritus of civilisation 
after an inevitable Armageddon? Or will we be tireless archaeologists and 
historians piecing together the horrors of ancient humankind in utopia? 
Come and be inspired by the ArtScience Museum's latest exhibition in this 
creative writing workshop. By the end of 1.5 hours, you would have 
generated a piece of poetry and flash fiction. 
 
Bio 
Clara Chow is the author of two story collections, Dream Storeys (Ethos, 
2016) and Modern Myths (Math Paper Press, 2018). She has written two 
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Recommended for participants 16 
years and above. 

plays, Birth Days and Make Sure, and was an honorary fellow at the 
International Writing Program 2019 in Iowa City. 

TALKS Illustrating Worlds Unknown with 
Marie Toh 
 
7 Dec (Sat) | 1pm – 2pm  
 

How are illustrations created for books and book covers? Marie Toh, who 
has worked extensively with authors and publishers over the last decade, 
will reflect on her creation process of illustrating for the worlds of books, 
and how she manoeuvres challenging story worlds or demands from the 
real world. 
 
Bio 
Marie Toh is an illustrator from Singapore. She works with both digital and 
traditional mediums, such as embroidery and print making. She enjoys 
finding beauty in everything—from the mundane to the horrible—adding 
subtle surreal touches to give a sense of mystery and dreamlike state in 
her works. She has worked with The Projector, BooksActually, Anticipate 
Pictures, Epigram, Culture Trip, Ethos Books, Lomography, Penguin 
Random House, Expedia, Singapore Tatler and more. She also has an 
unhealthy obsession with hair, films and meme worthy cats. 

Readings Another Day We Are Alive—
Readings from In This Desert, 
There Were Seeds 
feat. Diana Rahim + Arin Alycia 
Fong + Marylyn Tan + Choo 
Ruizhi 
 
7 & 8 Dec (Sat & Sun) | 4pm – 
5pm  
 

A monochrome town upended by a wild watermelon; salvation in the form 
of sugee cake in a flooded world; a resuscitation of desire circuited by 
technological implants; and endangered tigers connecting telepathically 
through time-travel. 
 
Join writers from In This Desert, There Were Seeds—an intimate collection 
of past and future dreams, as they read their speculative fictions where 
characters find themselves stranded in deserts both literal and 
metaphorical, and in which there is still, as always, living to be done. 
 
Bios 
Diana Rahim currently serves as the editor of Beyond The Hijab, an online 
platform sharing stories of Singaporean Muslim women. She enjoys writing 
essays and book reviews when she has the time and enjoys writing fiction 
and poetry when she should be writing her thesis. Her recent essays have 
been anthologised in Growing Up Perempuan (2018) and Budi Kritik 
(2018). She has three cats. 
 
Arin Alycia Fong is a graduate student of Creative Writing at Nanyang 
Technological University. Her short fiction has appeared in an antirealist 
fiction anthology this is how you walk on the moon and has been longlisted 
for the inaugural First Pages Prize 2018 organised by Stockholm Writers 
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Festival. Her poetry and critical work can be found on Quarterly Literary 
Review Singapore and Jacket2. 
 
Marylyn Tan is a queer, female, linguistics graduate, poet, and artist, who 
has been performing spoken word since 2014. She is invested in building 
community, emancipating the marginalised, and the alienated, endangered 
body. Her first volume of poetry, GAZE BACK, is published by Ethos Books 
and is the lesbo Singaporean trans-genre witch grimoire you never knew 
you needed. Marylyn has been published in various anthologies, including 
A Luxury We Must Afford, Inheritance, and ASINGBOL Anthology. She 
writes for your bewilderment. 
 
Choo Ruizhi believes in magic. He believes there is still plenty of it stored 
in the myriad corners of Singapore. As a researcher, tutor, and student of 
Singapore’s pasts, he believes in the immense potential of stories and 
histories to entrap, but also empower. Presently, he runs 
@singapore_stories, an Instagram project offering alternative insights into 
Singapore’s pasts, presents and futures. He lives in a quiet HDB 
neighbourhood named after conquerors from a faraway land, under the 
shade of a Central American tree. His grandmothers like to tell him stories 
he can’t find in textbooks 

 Book Club: A Book List for Climate 
Grief 
feat. Matthew Schneider-
Mayerson, Esther Vincent and 
Isabelle Lim 
 
7 Dec (Sat) | 5pm – 6pm 
 

Inspired by Mary Annaïse Heglar’s ‘Care Package for Climate Grief’, we 
ask three environmentalists/editors to share about their recommended 
climate action reads—and the agency we have in shaping the future. 
 
Bios 
Matthew Schneider-Mayerson 
Matthew Schneider-Mayerson is assistant professor of environmental 
studies at Yale-NUS College, where he teaches about environmental 
literature, environmental politics, and environmental futures. He is the co-
editor of An Ecotopian Lexicon (2019), the author of Peak Oil: Apocalyptic 
Environmentalism and Libertarian Political Culture (2015), and the editor of 
Eating Chili Crab in the Anthropocene: Environmental Perspectives on Life 
in Singapore, forthcoming with Ethos Books.  
 
Esther Vincent 
Esther Vincent Xueming is the human behind The Tiger Moth Review, an 
independent eco-conscious art + literary journal based in Singapore. She is 
interested in the intersections between art, literature and the environment. 

https://medium.com/@maryheglar/feel-something-learn-something-do-something-a-care-package-for-climate-grief-394cc83933d2
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Co-editor of two poetry anthologies, she reads for Frontier Poetry and is 
currently working on her debut poetry collection.  
 
Isabelle Lim 
Isabelle Lim holds an MPhil from the Faculty of English at the University of 
Cambridge and works on postcolonial studies and ecocriticism. Her 
research involves the environmental imagination in Singaporean poetry. 
She is also an editor for Mynah Magazine, an annual longform publication 
that focuses on Singapore narratives, and her writing has appeared in 
CHA: An Asian Literary Journal. 

 


