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Original works of Leonardo da Vinci
make Southeast Asian debut at
ArtScience Museum
Six paintings from the School of Leonardo
and 26 pages from da Vinci’s Codex Atlanticus will be
on display from 15 November
Singapore (18 September, 2014) – Original masterpieces from the world’s most celebrated
genius, Leonardo da Vinci, will be making their Southeast Asian debut at ArtScience
Museum at Marina Bay Sands this November.
Da Vinci: Shaping the Future is a major exhibition which explores the life, work, and legacy
of the history’s most well-known artist and scientist, Leonardo da Vinci. The exhibition
presents 26 original pages of the Codex Atlanticus, da Vinci’s largest notebook, which
collects together some of his most important drawings and writings. It also features six
original paintings from the School of Leonardo.

These masterpieces are travelling to Singapore from one of the world’s great Renaissance
museums, Biblioteca Ambrosiana in Milan, Italy. Working with the Ambrosiana in association
with the Foundation Cardinale Federico Borromeo, ArtScience Museum has curated a
groundbreaking new exhibition, Da Vinci: Shaping the Future, which will be shown only in
Singapore. It focuses on five key domains of da Vinci’s mastery: mathematics, natural
sciences, technology, architecture and music. Combining his original works with interactive
exhibits, technology, film and art, this rare exhibition offers visitors a unique opportunity to
explore da Vinci’s knowledge that has shaped the future beyond the Renaissance period.
The exhibition will open to the public from 15 November 2014 to May 2015.
“There is no more fitting place to present original work by the world’s most celebrated artist
and scientist, Leonardo da Vinci, than ArtScience Museum. Not only are we bringing
masterpieces by one of history's greatest geniuses to Singapore for the very first time, but
we are doing so in a way that emphasises just how influential Leonardo da Vinci has been,
and remains today,” said Ms. Honor Harger, Executive Director of ArtScience Museum.
“Leonardo da Vinci was a visionary ahead of his time and his works brilliantly illustrate the
interdependence between art and science. This exhibition is the perfect representation of
ArtScience Museum’s ongoing efforts to showcase the creativity and interrelation of art,
science and technology.”
“We are excited to share with ArtScience Museum’s visitors the original pieces from our
collection that are travelling to Singapore for the first time. It is a perfect fit with the
museum’s mission to tell the story of the renowned Renaissance man and his masterpieces
through an ArtScience perspective,” added Monsignor Franco Buzzi, Prefect of the
Biblioteca Ambrosiana.
As the largest bound collection of da Vinci’s drawings and writings, the Codex Atlanticus
offers rich insights into da Vinci’s art, science and his fascination with nature. The pages
which will be on show at ArtScience Museum are detailed recordings of da Vinci’s
observations and highlight his approach to interweave connections among different
disciplines.
Centuries before the Wright Brothers pioneered mechanised flight, da Vinci was seeking a
practical solution to take to the air, through his studies into the flight of birds. He designed a
multitude of mechanical devices for flight. One of the highlights of Da Vinci: Shaping the
Future is a drawing, Mechanical Wing (circa 1490), of a winged device. Modeled on the
wings of birds, this drawing forms the basis for the construction of modern aircraft. It is
emblematic of da Vinci's status as an innovator, a modern-thinker and a man ahead of his
time.
ArtScience Museum is also providing visitors with the rare opportunity to view masterpieces
from the School of Leonardo, including paintings such as Saint John the Baptist (circa 14801524), The Adoration of Saint Roch (circa 1520-1530) and Portrait of a Lady (circa 14901495).

Drawing of a mechanical wing by Leonardo da Vinci (Circa 1490)

Alongside the presentation of these masterpieces and the original pages of the Codex
Atlanticus, visitors will learn about da Vinci’s scientific and artistic pursuits through
reproductions of additional pages of his notebook, video projection, models of his inventions
and innovative new interactive exhibits.
Over the course of the exhibition’s six-month run at ArtScience Museum, three of the
paintings and 13 pages of the Codex Atlanticus will be swapped at the three-month mark.
“By displaying these masterpieces in two different phases, we are giving visitors greater
opportunities to explore the depth and breadth of da Vinci's work. In a sense, Da Vinci:
Shaping the Future is an exhibition in two parts, and our programmes and activities which
enrich the show, will reflect the changing nature of the show,” added Ms. Harger.
For more information on Da Vinci: Shaping the Future, please visit
www.marinabaysands.com/ArtScienceMuseum
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About Marina Bay Sands Pte Ltd
Marina Bay Sands is the leading business, leisure and entertainment destination in Asia. It features large and
flexible convention and exhibition facilities, 2,560 hotel rooms and suites, the rooftop Sands SkyPark, the best
shopping mall in Asia, world-class celebrity chef restaurants and an outdoor event plaza. Its two theatres
showcase a range of leading entertainment performances including world-renowned Broadway shows.
Completing the line-up of attractions is ArtScience Museum at Marina Bay Sands, which plays host to
permanent and marquee exhibitions. For more information, please visit www.marinabaysands.com
About ArtScience Museum
ArtScience Museum at Marina Bay Sands is Southeast Asia's leading cultural institution that explores the interrelationship between art, science, technology and culture. Featuring 21 galleries totaling 50,000 square feet, the
iconic lotus-inspired building has staged major exhibitions by some of the 20th century's key artists, including
Salvador Dalí, Andy Warhol and Vincent Van Gogh, as well as major exhibitions which explore aspects of
scientific history.
About the Biblioteca Ambrosiana
The Biblioteca Ambrosiana is one of the most ancient and prestigious cultural institutions of Milan and of the
whole Europe. Founded in 1607 by Cardinal Federico Borromeo, it was the first library to be open to anyone
who could read and write and currently counts more than 1,000,000 printed books, 15,000 parchments and
30,000 manuscripts. Among its treasures is the famous Codex Atlanticus, the world’s largest collection of
drawings and writings by Leonardo da Vinci, consisting of 1119 papers.
In 1618, alongside the Library, Cardinal Borromeo created also an Art Gallery, which was to serve as a support
and a model for a future Fine Arts Academy, to train young artists. Among the masterpieces featured in the
Ambrosiana’s collections are: the Portrait of a Musician by Leonardo da Vinci, the Basket of Fruit by
Caravaggio, the Madonna of the Pavilion by Botticelli and the great Cartoon of the School of Athens by
Raphael. For more information please visit www.leonardo-ambrosiana.it
About the Foundation Cardinale Federico Borromeo
Established in 2008, the Foundation’s primary objective is to support and promote the Biblioteca Ambrosiana and
its rich heritage to a global audience. The Foundation continuously seeks out new partners as part of its
promotional and fundraising efforts to support the projects undertaken by the museum, allowing for greater art
and cultural exchanges through the exhibition of works at renowned museums across the globe. For more
information please visit http://www.leonardo-ambrosiana.it/en/la-fondazione/cosa-facciamo/
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